
 
Focus Statement:  The different parts of trees (roots, trunks, branches, 
leaves, flowers and fruits) can help us imagine different aspects of our 
spiritual lives:  

• embedding ourselves in God’s story,  
• growing through nurture and struggle,  
• celebrating our unique spiritual journey, receiving and 

responding to the Holy Spirit’s empowerment,  
• and sharing with others.  

As a whole, these create an ecology of prayer, a spiritual habitat or 
home. 
 
Prelude 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Opening Song       This is the Day                                        HWB 58 

 

Call to Worship                                                              
  

 From the heavens, God sends water and light.  

  In return, life sprouts from the earth. 

 The earth responds.  Mountains and hills burst forth with  

  song, trees and fields clap their hands. 

 From the heavens, God sends the Spirit. In return,  

  eternal life sprouts within us. Christ lives within us. 

 We respond, with voices and actions, with heart and soul  

  and strength 

 Let us cry out with creation, praise the Lord!  

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Worship through Songs               What is this place  HWB 1 

                                                       I Saw a Tree by the Riverside               v. 1, 3 
                            (Words on Back of Bulletin) 
Offering and Offertory 

 

Child Dedication                Owen Unruh and the Unruh family 

 

Children’s Time Let the Children Come 

 

Scripture Psalm 92:12-14;  Colossians 1:3-6, 9-12  

 

Sermon        Growing a Tree-mendous Faith 

 

Song of Response     God Who Touches Earth with Beauty       HWB 511 

 

Congregational Prayer 

   

Sending Song  Joyful, Joyful we Adore Thee                    HWB 71 

 

Benediction 
 

For the glory of trees in your creation, and their place on the Earth 

We praise you, God.  

For the gifts of trees with all that they contribute to our life, 

We thank you, God.  

As trees are rooted in the earth, reach for your light, and bear abundant 

fruit, So may we be in our life with you, God.  

That we as stewards may care for trees and all of your creation,   

Fill us with your Spirit, God. 
 

Following the Benediction, those who would like to are invited to process to 

the field with the tree planting for the blessing and commissioning. 

 

Commissioning Prayer for Trees  
 

…With these trees we have planted faith in God’s redemption of the 

world.   With these trees we have planted faith.  

With these trees we have planted joy in God’s love expressed 

throughout Creation. With these trees we have planted joy.  

With these trees we have planted beauty for future generations to enjoy.  

With these trees we have planted beauty.  

With these trees we have planted healing of the air, water, and earth. 

With these trees we have planted healing.  

With these trees we have planted hope for God’s Creation.  

With these trees we have planted hope.  

Like these trees, may our faith, joy, beauty, healing, and hope grow in 

the goodness of our God. Amen! 



Lyrics for I Saw a Tree by the Riverside 

 

I saw a tree by the riverside one day as I walked along, 

straight as an arrow and pointing to the sky, 

Growing tall and strong. 

“How do you grow so tall and strong?” I said to the riverside tree. 

This is the song that my tree friend sang to me: 

 

(Refrain) 

“I’ve got roots growing down to the water, 

I’ve got leaves growing up to the sunshine, 

and the fruit that I bear is a sign of the life in me. 

I am shade from the hot summer sundown, 

I am rest for the birds of the heaven. 

I’m becoming what the Lord of trees has meant me to be – 

a strong young tree.” 

 

I saw a tree in the city streets where buildings blocked the sun; 

green and lovely, I could see it gave joy to everyone. 

“How do you grow in the city streets?” I said to the downtown tree. 

This is the song that my tree friend sang to me: 

(Refrain) 
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