East Goshen Mennonite Church

Outdoor Worship Service

August 16™, 2026
Returning to God’s Garden

Focus Statement: We lose our way when we
limit our sight to our human interests. Our way
is restored when we seek God and the
expanse of God’s plan for the entirety of our
shared common home.

Opening Songs

This is God's Wondrous World, VT 180

This is God’s wondrous world, and to my list'ning ears

all nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres.

This is God’s wondrous world; | rest me in the thought

of rocks and trees, of skies and seas, the wonders God has wrought.

This is God’s wondrous world; the birds their carols raise,

the morning light, the dark of night, declare their Maker’s praise.
This is God’s wondrous world; a wand’rer | may roam.

Whate’er my lot, it matters not, my heart is still at home.

This is God’s wondrous world; oh, let me ne’er forget
that though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.
This is God’s wondrous world; the battle is not done.
Jesus who died shall be glorified, and earth and heav’n be one.

Declaring Glory, by Porter’s Gate

When | was young You woke me with the sound of song.
The wind and rhythm drew me along | echoed in the hymn of the dawn.
| turned and turned this dance that all the planets learn.
in circles ‘round the stars as they burn. | praise You as | orbit and turn.

Declaring glory, glory. Declaring glory, glory.

The mountains rise; the forests grow before my eyes.

The moments and the seasons unwind, then turn again, embracing the tide.
The waters fall and carve their way across my soil.

Their canyons cutting deep in my soul. | praise You while the rivers still roll.

Declaring glory, glory. Declaring glory, glory.
Continued on the next page.



New life begins, Your creatures dance across my skin.

Like me they have Your spirit within, but soon they fade away as | spin.
They fall to dust, and dress me in decay and rust,

their secrets buried deep in my crust. | praise You in the layers of dust.

Declaring glory, glory. Declaring glory, glory.

The rocks wear down beneath the passing of the clouds.
The rivers run until they run out.

I’ll praise You till my fires run out.

I’ll praise You till my fires run out.

I’ll praise You till my fires run out.

I'll praise my Maker in every age.
Call to Worship
Welcome and Opening Prayer

Singing
For the Beauty of the Earth, VT 120

For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies,
for the love which from our birth over and around us lies:
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

For the beauty of each hour of the day and of the night,
hill and vale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars of light:
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s delight,
for the mystic harmony linking sense to sound and sight:
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth and friends above, for all gentle thoughts and mild:
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

For each perfect gift and sign to this world so freely giv’n;
graces human and divine, love uniting earth and heav’n:
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.



You are Exalted, VT 86

You are exalted, forever exalted on high. | will praise you.
You are exalted, forever exalted, and | will praise your name!

You are my God—forever your truth shall reign.
Heaven and earth rejoice in your holy name.
You are exalted, forever exalted on high!

Scripture Readings I[saiah 55:6-9, Matthew 6:7-13

Children’s Time

Let the Children Come to Me, VT 511

“Let the children come to me;

let the children come.

Never hinder them; never stop them.
Oh, let the children come.” Repeated.

Message Creator’s Plan: Generative Kinship

Response
Confession and Assurance, Based on Psalm 74

Leader: Creator, at times we feel abandoned.
All: Remember us, your beloved children?
Why have you turned on your own flock?

Leader: Come and see your home- your dwelling place, your sanctuary. See
how it has been wrecked, destroyed!

All: We ask, How could this happen, God?

Who would do this?

How long will this violence continue?

But we confess that these wounds are also of our own making.

Leader: Creator, we name ecological harm

that we have witnessed with our own eyes:

[Write your ecological concerns down and, if you wish place your
written concerns in the vessel that is part of the visual display.]



Leader: God who works salvation in the womb of the earth,
you hold power over the waters.

The day and the night belong to you;

you put the sun and the moon in place.

You laid the boundaries of the earth,

created autumn, winter, spring and summer.

All: We turn again toward you,

knowing that your compassion is greater than our despair.

-Pause-

Leader: Even in our grief, we choose to seek you-

God, whose mercy is wider than our ways.

All: Teach us your harmonies and rhythms of covenant
that we may rise as a choir

to join creation’s song of renewal.

Congregational Prayer

Song

Great Is Thy Faithfulness,

Great is Thy faithfulness O God my Father
There is no shadow of turning with Thee

Thou changest not Thy compassions they fail not
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be

Refrain:

Great is Thy faithfulness great is Thy faithfulness
Morning by morning new mercies | see

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided

Great is Thy faithfulness Lord unto me

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness

To Thy great faithfulness mercy and love

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth

Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow
Blessings all mine with ten thousand beside



Announcements

Sending Song

At the Dawn of Your Creation, VT 179

At the dawn of your creation, God, you spoke: "Let there be light!"
You divided earth from heaven you created day and night.

You made sunbeams dance with shadows, you created energy!
Peaceful evenings, bright tomorrows, all began with "Let there be!"

By your word, you formed creation, dry land, water, ocean breeze.
Soon there burst forth vegetation plants with fruit, majestic trees,
Rain and snow and changing seasons, creatures filling land and sea.
God your very good creation all began with "let there be!"

When you made us as your children, sending us throughout your lands,
You commanded "Have dominion, care for earth; it's in your hands."
Yet we hurt this world you've given; we harm earth and sky and sea.
We forget it's your creation, you who once said "Let there be!"

At this joyful celebration, may we hear your word anew:

May we care for your creation, knowing it's a trust from you.
Just as daily there's a dawning, bringing light to all we see,

so we daily hear your calling, you, who once said "Let there be!"

Benediction

Leader: God is a source of abundant life and love

wherever we find ourselves on the journey back to our common home.
May we turn from oppression and may we release possession,
seeking to care for the earth, which provides for us all.

All: As we go from here,

may we know God’s shalom

and let it guide all that we say

and do on this earth,

our common home. Amen.
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August 16 Worship
Focus on Trees growing behind the Outdoor Sanctuary

Swamp White Oak, Quercus bicolar variety, a member of the beech family
(Tan Marker)

Value: the swamp white oak is an extremely tough, native shade tree which can
contribute interest to a domestic landscape. Being one of the faster growing oaks
it is another important white oak for lumber production and has uses for cabinet,
railroad crossties, fencing. The swamp white oak has become a popular
landscaping tree given its relative ease of transplanting. Ecologically, this tree
serves as a host plant for butterflies and many moths. Wildlife such as ducks,
Eﬁrkfeyﬁ deer and squirrels are attracted to this tree when acorns are dropping in

e fall.

Growth rate: moderate to fast growth rate, although slower growth is noted in the
firﬁt seasons. Growth in good soil is 1-2 feet per year, and can reach 60-80 feet
tall.

In the area behind the EGMC outdoor sanctuary, the swamp white oak seems to
be one of the faster growing hardwoods.

Root type: both surface/fine roots and deeper roots which spread wider and

shallower than typical oak deep taproots.

Soil: The swamp white oak can be an extremely tolerant tree although it grows

ﬁes‘éon low-lying fields, and the margins of lakes, ponds, and swamps which can
ood.

Height: 50 - 70 feet. Spread: 30-50 feet.

Life span: 200-300 years, The seed-bearing age begins at approximately 20
years of age.

Northern Red Oak (Red Marker)

Value: One of the faster growing oaks when young, used for home landscaping,
red to bright red color in autumn. The red oak is a popular choice for shade trees.
It is tolerant of salt and air pollution making it a good tree for urban roadsides and
more exposed areas. Shade tolerant although prefers sun.

%l_'irlntlf]er islg valuable sturdy hard wood for unfinished beams, railroad ties, and
inish work.

Our EGMC building uses red oak in the worship sanctuary, as baseboard, casing
around windows, doors, the podium, upfront tables, stands, etc.

Environmental value: Red oaks are a keystone tree supporting hundreds of
insect species to sustain migrating and local birds and wildlife. Acorn crops
remain edible on the ground during winter and support turkey, squirrels, deer,
mammals and larger birds.

Growth rate: can grow 2 or more feet every year in good soil, reaching heights of
60-75 feet with a broad, rounded canopy.

Root: starts with a taproot when young, which transitions into horizontal roots that
can stretch outward up to 50 feet through the upper soil layers.

Soil types: prefers deep, rich, moist well-drained loamy or sandy loam soils.

Lifespan: 100-300 years.



Outdoor Worship Weekly Activity
For the Week of August 17th
Week 4: Walking in wonder

God has created such incredible cycles and systems that sustain our lives and all
of creation. This week, open your eyes in wonder to the cycles around you and
participate in them. Perhaps doing so is already part of your daily life, or perhaps
you will find inspiration to do something new.

Consider a brief description of a few such cycles:

e The carbon dioxide-oxygen cycle keeps all living things on earth alive through
the exchange of oxygen (produced by plants through photosynthesis) and
carbon dioxide (produced by humans and animals through respiration). Take
some time to appreciate all the plants in your environment. Participate in
planting and nourishing some oxygen producers in your house or local
environment.

« As all living things die and decay, they provide nourishment for new life. Do
you see any examples around you, such as a nursery log (decaying wood out
of which new plants are growing)? Participate in either home or city
composting.

« Plants need nitrogen in the soil to grow well. Through the nitrogen cycle,
legumes (such as beans, peas, and peanuts) pull nitrogen from the air and fix
it into a usable form in the earth. Other plants, such as grass in lawns, are
also rich in nitrogen that they have pulled from the air. You can participate in
the nitrogen cycle through crop rotation in your garden or fields, or by “grass
cycling” (i.e., leaving grass clippings on your lawn).

Consider the path of the sun and the cycle of seasons. In northern latitudes, we
are entering the season of hibernation and rest, when many plants and animals
find a cozy and safe place to sleep their way through the winter. Just as in the
story of creation, when God set aside a day of rest for humanity, God has also
created cycles of rest and regeneration for other living beings. Participate by
observing the Sabbath, slowing down, and taking a time of rest for yourself,
thereby allowing creation to rest as well.

What other natural systems and cycles can you think of? Be curious this week
and look up more information about how they work. How can you get on board
with God'’s restoring work in the world through participating more intentionally in
these systems and cycles? Take time to reflect in wonder and awe at the intricacy
of God'’s creation and praise God. If you can, bring a symbol of this cycle to
church with you—be creative!
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