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“Blessed are  
the  Peacemakers”

Power Pol it ics  
and God’s 	Peace



Focus Statement: Despite God’s vision for peace, God’s people
often long for power and control, putting their hope in violence
and political might.  God warns fo the damage that comes from
this pursuit of power through dominance, and calls us instead
to look to God for our guidance and glory.

Prelude
 

Gathering
  
Opening Song            The Love of God                                    VT 162
 
Welcome and	Announcements

Call to	Worship

Praising

Singing                      Here I am, Lord                                       VT 545
                                      Jesus Help Us Live Peace                       VT 719
 

Leader - Praise the Lord, O my soul.
Congregation - While we live we will praise the Lord; we will
sing praise	to	our	God	while	we	have	our	being.
Leader - Do not put your trust in princes or in a son of man, in
whom there is no help.
Congregation - Happy are we who have the God of Jacob for
our help, whose hope is in the Lord our God, who made the
heavens and	the	earth;	who	keeps	true	for	ever.
Leader - Who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to
the hungry.
Congregation - The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; The Lord
raises those	who	are	bowed	down.
Leader - The Lord loves the righteous, but the ways of the wicked
he turns upside down.
Congregation - The Lord shall reign forever.  Praise your God,
O Zion,	to	all	generations.
All -	Let	all	the	people	praise	the	Lord.



Offering and	Offertory

Hearing the	Word

Children’s Time      Let the Children Come to Me                VT 511
“The person whose hope rests on the Lord their God 

is truly	happy!”	Psalm	146:5b	(CEB)

My Coins Count Collection     My Coins	Count	Too!

Scripture                   1 Samuel 8:5-21

Message             Power, Politics, and God’s Peace
              

Responding to	the	Word

Response Time

Congregational Prayer

Sending

Sending Song                        Use Us, God                                   VT 811

Benediction                    2 Corinthians 13:11

Look at your current priorities. Who is sitting on the throne of
your heart - God, or your own desires for control and
predictability?

What violence and injustice are you willing to tolerate for your
own sense of security? What “kings” (e.g., money, status,
relationships) are you tempted to rely on for security instead of
trusting God?

In what areas of your life do you feel the strongest
temptation/pressure to conform to the culture around you rather
than embracing being set apart for God?
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